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Rahm
Emanuel
visits St.
Petersburg

Imagine
a move
upward
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
“Fired up and ready to go”
could be heard reverberating
off the walls at the downtown
St. Petersburg office of Organizing for America (OFA)
where
Mayor
Rahm
Emanuel of Chicago dropped
by to show his support for
President Barack Obama.
Emanuel, former White
House Chief of Staff, briefly
stopped by last Saturday, Oct.
20, to urge the crowd to
check out the accomplishments of the Obama administration. He stressed how
important it is for Floridians
to do all they can to get as
many voters to the polls as
possible.
“When President Obama
first took office we were losing 800,000 jobs a month and
the economy was frozen up,”
Emanuel stated. “Back then
we couldn’t get home loans
or college and student loans.
Now people are buying
homes again and businesses
are helping people get loans
for college educations.”
Emanuel encouraged voters to show their commitment and support for the
president by finding 10
friends to bring to the polls.
Prior to making this campaign stop in St. Petersburg,
he visited the OFA offices in
Tampa to hold a Canvass
Kickoff to encourage supporters and volunteers to

Yesterday – Thriving businesses
such as Lamb’s Tailoring Shop
were situated on 22nd Street.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Things are rapidly changing
at Imagine School of St. Petersburg and it doesn’t appear that it will stop anytime
soon—at least not until the
goals of excellence, which
were set four years ago,
have been accomplished.
Evidence on the emphasis of excellence is glaring to
those who meet the new
principal of Imagine School
of St. Petersburg, Carolyn
Wilson. The first move was
placing the principal’s suite
directly on the floor with the
students.
“We have to have our
students in the classroom in
order for them to receive
what our teachers are working so diligently to give
them,” said new principal
Wilson.
“There is no doubt in my
mind that the teachers are
working hard. Our parents
are expecting for their children to learn and our students want to do well. We
can accomplish all of that
when the students are in
class working.”
Wilson is a product of
Pinellas County Schools
having served five years as
an assistant principal at
Clearwater High School,
two years at Lakewood High
School and many years at
Boca Ciega High.
She is an active member
in the local community and
a member of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority. Her involve-

Today — Elihu and Carolyn Brayboy owns
the building where Pipo’s Cuban Café
headquarters will be housed.

Tomorrow – 951 22nd Street South will house 10,000 square feet of retail,
restaurants, boutiques, and on-site parking.

Yesterday, today and
tomorrow
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Buildings boarded up.
Roofs caved in. These are
some of the sights you see
currently on 22nd Avenue
South.
“Yesterday this was a
vibrant, exciting commercial district of the AfricanAmerican community,”
real estate investor Elihu
Brayboy said to the crowd,
“but there has been a

blight that has led to beautiful buildings not serving
the purpose [they were]
designed to serve.”
But the Brayboy duo,
consisting of local financial
legend Elihu and his wife
Carolyn have made a
promise to the community
to be part of the revitalization effort currently running rampant in the
Deuces Live corridor.
Rarely seen apart since
their
high
school
courtship, the Brayboy’s

have jumped right into the
revitalization effort with
the purchase and overhaul
of a dilapidated building located at 951 22nd St. S. —
and it’s got the neighborhood buzzing.
“We want people to
live, work, and play right
here in the Deuces,”
chimed in Mayor Bill Foster as he spoke of the overall plans for the area, “and
bring the entire community together to make that
happen.”

With roughly 10,000
square feet of potential
profit, the historic building
is set for renovations and
family owned restaurant,
Pipo’s Cuban Café is set to
move in on the ground
floor. With the new home
of Pipo’s business and
training operations on the
horizon, the plans for the
revitalized building are
generating much excitement.
Pipo’s owner, Ramon
Hernandez, admits the
See DEUCES, page 9

See EMANUEL, page 4

Local candidate forum

See WILSON, page 4

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

dates arrived at the 5th
Avenue
Church
of
Christ, located at 4200
5th Ave. S., last Thursday
in an effort to get their
viewpoints out to the
community.
Community Liaison
Dianne Speights moderated the event and posed
questions
originating
from audience members
to those running for office. Each candidate was
allowed an opening state-

Staff Writer

Rahm Emanuel

ST. PETERSBURG —
With the Nov. 6 election
just weeks away, local
candidates for the Pinellas County School Board,
Sherriff, and County
Commissioner stepped
out to give their opinions
in a town hall style debate at the Candidates
Political Forum.
Presented by the St.
Pete Bulletin and the
Deuces LIVE!, candi-

Commissioner Ken Welch’s opponent,
Buck Walz, was a no show.
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Imagine School
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It doesn’t matter if your
candidate wins or loses in the
upcoming presidential election, one thing we can say for
sure is this community and
communities all over America
received a well deserved education in the democratic political process.
For those individuals who
have traditionally felt that their
one vote does not matter or
that it won’t make a difference
one way or the other saw the
extent people were willing to
go to suppress them from voting.
We learned that we can
no longer afford to take information from these political
personalities at face value. We
now know many of our leaders today have made clichés,
deceptions and outright fabrications an art form. We
learned that many career
politicians will flip flop on any
issue that they feel will get
them the most votes, and as a
result, weakens the integrity
of the political process.
All of this makes it imperative that we develop a frame
of reference and fact checking skills so that we can call

many of these con artists to
task. The energy and knowledge we used to support our
particular presidential candidates must be carried over to
local, state and county elections because in reality, these
local elected officials affect us
more directly than the president of the United States.
It is these local, state and
county officials who have direct access and the authority
that control the flow and the
direction of tens of thousands
of dollars in our community.
They also have the authority
to legislate laws that directly
effect our everyday living situations.
Does it mean that we
have to become more involved in the political process,
yes it does. It is great that we
utilize our voting privileges at
the polls on Election Day to
elect the president of the
United States, but the process
does not stop there.
As citizens we really need
to beware of what is really
going on in those city government meetings and in the
state legislatures in order to
hold our elected officials accountable for the districts
they serve.
It is not enough to say that
we are concerned about the
poverty that exist in our community or the lack of investment that exist in our
community, we have to let our
local elected officials know
our positions on matters that
directly affect us and what we
expect of them once they are
in office.
There was a time when
our communities supplied all
of our needs. We had shopping establishments, enter-

tainment, activities for children, movie theaters, news
papers and we were pretty
much aware of the things
around us. If we needed a job
we did not have to travel far.
Doctors would even make
house visits as a part of their
normal practice. Communities were vibrant, most all the
neighbors grass was green,
plenty of fruit tress all over the
neighborhood and most importantly it was fairly safe to
walk the streets at night. For
many of our communities this
once life style is a thing of the
past. Many of these once
thriving communities now
exist as barren urban enclaves and the only business
that appears to be thriving is
the drug and alcohol trades.
With all these changes in
our communities, it is imperative that we get involved and
become aware of events
around us that affect our daily
lives and living conditions, or
else the decaying of our communities will continue.
Even as we hover around
street corners and those “stop
and kill” establishments, we
have to develop a concept of
the world outside of and in relation to our current environment. We have to understand
how conditions in our communities relate to conditions
in other parts of the world.
We can’t afford to view
the world as an abstract entity
that has nothing to do with us
and believe that our current
disenfranchised situation is all
about how we can get over on
someone or something
weaker than ourselves. In
essence, it’s about heightening our consciousness, or at
the very least nudging it.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Help
&
Hope
By Dr. Basha Jordan

Pain and fear: The great
motivators for hope

www.HopeAliveMinistry.com

No matter how educated
or how smart an individual
may be, we can only take so
much pain or experience so
much fear before something
must happen. In my last column, I discussed opening the
door for deliverance from an
addiction is an inside out job.
To recap, in my last column I discussed how my
friend Bill chose to die rather
than change his behavior and
embrace help and hope which
God always makes available.
The reality is that an individual
who chooses to continue to do
something that is harmful to
his health will end up in jail, an
institution or dead.
In my years of helping
persons who suffer from the
disease of addiction, I have
found that using both scripture (the bible) and 12 Step literature work well in
motivating persons in recovery or to stay delivered.
The first book in the New
Testament of the bible is
Matthew. In chapter 9:36 it
says: “But when He (Jesus)
saw the multitudes, He was
moved with compassion for
them, because they were
weary and scattered, like
sheep having no shepherd.”
Jesus sees the tremendous unmanageability of the
people who were sickly,
demon-possessed, and diseased. They sought help because they realized they could
not be delivered by their own
means or power.
This is where the first step
of the 12 Step program comes

into play. It says, “We admitted we were powerless over
our dependencies and that
our lives had become unmanageable.”
It takes a tremendous
amount of humility to admit
defeat from an outside force
which has taken up residency
in our lives for so long and delivered so much pain and fear.
It is part of the disease process
to make the individual think
that he can handle the drug,
gambling, food or some other
addiction even though all evidence shows otherwise.
It may take years for some
of us to finally come to the
state of surrendering our will
and say: “please, somebody
help me.” In the depth of our
addiction we are truly like
sheep, scattered and weary, in
pain and fearful. Yes, we become fearful of what it will be
like to change from the old
way to the new way that we
know nothing about.
What will happen if others
find out about my dependency? What will they say?
What will they do? Recently ,
one of my guests on the
“Hooked on Hope” Saturday
morning WRXB radio broadcast said that he was embarrassed because his father
would come home drunk on
the weekends.
He would go outside to
get his dad in the house so the
neighbors wouldn’t see his father drunk. I found out, after
God delivered me from drinking, that people around me
knew something was wrong

when I would get drunk and
pretend otherwise. They just
chose to say nothing to me
about it.
The bible says things
done in darkness shall be revealed in the light. Pain, embarrassment, fear of being
caught, all plays an important
part in God’s plan for our lives.
One night back in the
1980s, before God delivered
me, I was teaching bible study
and it was hot in the basement
of the church where I was the
pastor. There were about 30
people sitting in a circle as I
expounded upon the Word of
God as found in the bible.
Sweat was popping off my
forehead as I taught and
walked. I reached in my outer
jacket pocket to pull out a
white hanky to wipe my brow.
Thank God I looked at my
pocket before the whole
hanky came out. I had forgotten that there was a joint of
reefer there also, which was
about to fall on the floor. My
heart was in my mouth as I
stuffed the hanky back in my
pocket, kept on teaching,
prayed to myself and thanked
God for not allowing me to be
exposed.
Fear can be a great motivator to get us on the right
track of living right. It wasn’t
long before I got clean and
sober.
Rejoice, when you make
up your mind to seek help for
your addiction. Surrendering
ushers in freedom from active
addiction and lifts tremendous
burdens and unnecessary

weight which only those who
have surrendered can truly
know.
So if you are a parent or
loved one who has been worrying your relative or significant other about changing her
behavior, stop worrying them,
start praying and surrender
yourself.
You have been in pain and
fear long enough.
You can get help for yourself from Al-Anon/Alateen
Family Group (757) 563- 1600
. The only person you can
change is you and sometimes
physical pain or the fear of losing a job or family will be what
is needed to get some to
change.
You are the most important person in your life. God
cares about you and so do I.
And for those who are in recovery or have been delivered
from the grips of active addiction, help somebody who is
where you used to be.
Don’t forget somebody
prayed for you and God saw
you were scattered and came
to see about you and me too.
For help, call me at (443)
250-9635 or send an email to
ProphetBasha@aol.com. You
can also send a letter by snail
mail to Dr. Jordan, P.O. Box
16622, St. Petersburg, FL
33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us
on WRXB AM every 1st &
3rd Sat. at 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s going on with you
today, there is hope for you.”
I’m Dr. J. — Be blessed.

The Ligon Dental
staff welcomes
Dr. Brian Ligon to the practice
Dr. Brian Ligon is board certified by
the National Board of Dental Examiners and the Florida Board of Dentistry.
Ligon received his Doctor of Dental
Surgery degree from Meharry
Medical College School of Dentistry in
2010. He continued his training at Bay Pine VA
Hospital and completed a general practice residency.
A St. Petersburg native, Ligon is a 2003 graduate of
Lakewood High School where he was a member of their
state championship basketball team. He went on to
graduate from Butler University in Indianapolis, Ind.
where he excelled in academics and athletics.
He was a starting player on the basketball team that
advanced in the NCAA March Madness competition in 2007
Dr. Ligon is committed to excellence in providing high
quality, patient focused dental care to the Tampa Bay area.
Please join us for a welcoming reception

When: Friday, Nov. 2
Where: 5201 Central Ave., St. Petersburg
Time: 4-7 p.m.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

18 33 50
CA$H 3

739 • 291 • 118
DOG DAYS

4-8
8-5

5-1
2-3

7-2
6-4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
P OLITICAL
CAPITAL

Alpha Kappa Alpha welcomes
new members

BY GAYLE ANDREWS

Power grabs last stop: The Florida
Supreme Court
TALLAHASSEE — Many of my friends
complain that the Democrats are constantly
out maneuvered by the Republicans because
they’re so organized. They’re so strategic.
That’s true often times. But let’s be frank.
The Republicans are just ruthless.
This election cycle the Republicans are
very nervous because their numbers have
dwindled badly and get-out-the-vote alone
will not help them stay in power. Of course, a
black man occupies the White House, and
that is particularly annoying to them. So, they
have a three point plan of attack and
here’s why.
The Census tells us that people of color
make up over 36 percent of the population
(13.1 percent black, 5.0 percent Asian, 16.7
percent Hispanic, 1.2 percent American Indian and Alaska Native Persons). Guess
what? The vast majority of those people are
Democrats. That was confirmed by the RNC
convention.
What do the Republicans do? Simple,
First: Suppress Democratic voters. They
are shameless. These laws negatively impact
all minorities, the elderly and college students limiting early voting and placing new
ID restrictions on these voters. It’s so bad
that a new Wisconsin law prohibits Native
Americans from using their tribal IDs to vote.
Second: Pass constitutional amendments on the Florida ballot that takes control
of the high court. Why? Because the vast
majority of laws passed by Republicans and
signed by Governor Rick Scott have been
challenged and struck down by the Florida
Supreme Court. Outraged, the Republican
Speaker pushed extreme legislation that
failed. So they put Amendment 5 on the ballot allowing the state Senate to confirm justices and repeal court decisions with a simple

majority.
This shocked nonpartisan judicial experts. They rightfully point out that this
amendment would allow the governor to
control judicial outcomes, instead of voters
like you deciding whether judges should
continue to serve, which is our current system of merit retention. I don’t have to tell you
that this is a horrible idea, and to vote no.
Third: Get rid of 3 Florida Supreme Court
Justices. This election year, you will decide if
three Supreme Court Justices: R. Fred Lewis,
Barbara J. Pariente, and Peggy A. Quince, our
first black justice, should continue to serve.
Governor Rick Scott and the Republican Party
of Florida have targeted these justices and
they are campaigning against them with a national conservative PAC.
The removal of these justices would
mean Scott would pick their replacements.
This would result in Supreme Court decisions being handed down as political favors.
It is a frightening thought. It does complete
the Republican power grab. It does immerse
the court in a corrupting sea of political influence. It would punish the current justices
for doing their job as fair and impartial jurists.
We all have the advantage of good sense
and should vote “Yes” for Lewis, Pariente and
Quince. And regardless of color or party affiliation, 60 percent of Floridians do not approve of Rick Scott or much of anything that
he does. So allowing Scott to control the
Florida Supreme Court as though it was a
state agency won’t work well in the world of
equal justice. But it does work very well in the
plan to complete the conservative political
agenda that has no place in any courtroom.
Is the political attack on the justices unconscionable? Of course it is. It’s also just
plain ruthless.

Front (l to r): Tracee Simpson, Asjana Swain, Stacey Hughes
Back (l to r): NaKena Cromartie, Ann Sherman-White,
Kyesha Robinson, Jenee Skipper, Brandi Williams.
ST. PETERSBURG —
The ladies of the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Incorporated
are
pleased to announce the
newest members of their
organization: NaKena Cromartie, Tracee Simpson,
Jenee Skipper, Ann Sherman-White,
Stacey
Hughes, Asjana Swain,
Brandi Williams and Kyesha Robinson.
The group’s membership activities culminated
with an invitation only
luncheon at the St. Petersburg Hilton. The luncheon
included a service presentation and entertainment
by the new members.
To underscore Alpha
Kappa Alpha’s commitment to the community,
the inductees participated
in an Uplift community
service project this past

Saturday at the YWCA
USF Family Village in St.
Petersburg.
The project focused on
strengthening and empowering women, children,
and families via a financial
literacy seminar and a
dress for success workshop - complete with
beauty tips and a makeup
application demonstration.
The service project also
provided lunch to 13 families. Young mothers participated in various raffles for
a chance to win beauty
makeovers and cosmetic
products. The project promoted literacy through an
interactive read aloud for
children as well as presenting them with a large
amount of free books. The
children also participated
by doing craft projects, and
completing puzzles, and
games.

The service activity
sought to address many of
the sorority’s national program targets, which include: economic security,
social justice and human
rights, global poverty, and
health. The tasks that the
inductees carried out fit
very well into the AKAs International
program:
Global
Leadership
Through Timeless Service.
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority was established in 1955 in St. Petersburg. Locally, sorority
members actively participate in and sponsors many
programs and provides financial support to community organizations such as
the American Heart Association, Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America, the
NAACP and CASA.

Imagine School has new principal
From WILSON, page 1

ment in the local area
should show well for Imagine School.
“We are very happy to
have Ms. Wilson as our
new Principal,” said Arch
Bishop Clarence Davis,
Chairman of the Governing
Board of Imagine School of
St. Petersburg. “Ms. Wilson brings a wealth of
knowledge and connection
to resources in the community that money can’t buy.”
Davis said Imagine
needs a strong leader who
is passionate about serving
the children and who can
get positive results, and he
believes Wilson has those
qualities.
“She has a huge challenge and will need all of
the resources available.
There is a work which has
been started at Imagine to
bring children to a level of
excellence and encourage
them to love learning. Ms.
Wilson has already demonstrated that she stands for
the same.”
Wilson started last

Imagine School of St. Petersburg
Monday and has hit the
ground running. A letter
was sent out to parents introducing herself, and she
has already connected with
a few surrounding businesses for them to come on
board as partners and provided lunch for the staff to
help build a partnering relationship.
Excellence and energy
just took a leap of faith. If
relocating the principal’s office is an indication of the
strides the school will
make, then things are looking up.
Wilson stressed that
the children need to be

served on a degree of excellence. Both parents and students need to feel that
Imagine School is the place to
be for positive character building and high achievement.
She laid down the
gauntlet when she emphasized that everyone associated with Imagine has to
have a strong commitment
to working with families
and the community to enrich the lives of our children.
“Imagine is Innovative,
Motivated Achievers, Graciously Impacting Navigational Endeavors, said
Wilson.

Emanuel stumps for Obama
From EMANUEL , page 1

Vote Now! for President
Barack Obama.
With Vote Now! Floridians can vote at their county
Supervisor of Elections office before Early Voting begins. To Vote Now!
Floridians simply:
1) Go to your closest Supervisor of Elections office
2) Request your absentee
ballot
in
person
3) Complete and return your
ballot
on
the
spot
4) Don’t forget to sign your
ballot envelope
The appearance of
Emanuel is the only event
that slowed down the hur-

Lynn Williams, OFA Neighborhood Team
Leader, with Rahm Emanuel.
ried pace of the volunteers at
the OFA office. Volunteers
were busy showing a news
crew from Japan around the
tight office, while a slew of
phone bank volunteers were

calling on voters to ask: “Are
you in for 2012?”
For more information,
please log onto www.BarackObama.com/vote.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Graduation is not the only mission
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
When local Marine Corps
veteran and student at St.
Petersburg College, Corey
Burris, returned from his
tour of duty, he realized the
battle had only just begun.
While being a full-time
student, he also works at
the Veteran Service Center
on campus helping other
veterans like him overcome
post traumatic stress disorder. This is a disorder that
he himself is also battling,
but a battle that he tries to
fight with music.
Born in Augusta, Ga.,
Burris moved often due to
his father being in the
Army, but eventually landed
in Colorado Springs, where
he graduated high school at
the early age of 17 in order
to join the Marines.
“I was just motivated,”
Burris stated. “I was ready
to be on my own.”
He was very successful
in high school but felt there
was something inside of
him that wanted to be on his
own. His main goal was to
learn something that he
could apply later.
“It was an investment. I
didn’t really know what I
was getting into, but I knew
that whatever I would be
doing would give me some
doors to walk though,” said
Burris.
Once he made it out of

Standing in attention
while stationed in
Moscow.

training and combat school
for the Marines, Burris was
stationed in Texas to work
on a communications project. This project entailed
climbing up communication
towers, which was another
feat for him since he is
afraid of heights.
After working in Texas,
he was moved to Okinawa,
Japan to continue working
on communications, and
was then selected to be a
part of the prestigious Marine Security Guard Program.
This program
provided security at the
United States Embassies
abroad allowing Burris to
be in the front when someone from another country
came into the embassy.
“We had a lot of responsibility with classified information, equipment, and
people’s safety,” said Burris.
Working directly under
the chain of command of the
Department of State allowed him to meet many
foreign dignitaries and
world leaders. This was inspiring to Burris, so he
headed back to the states
and decided to go to college
to work on a criminology degree.
Burris has been in
school for three years and is
scheduled to graduate in
the spring, and from there,
will try to get into world politics.
At the young age of 26,
Burris has been through
more stress than most
Americans at that age.
Being in combat, coming
out of the Marines and adjusting back into the normal
routine of everyday life, and
trying to keep up grades as
a full-time college student
may begin to weigh heavy
on an individual.
“Writing and music
helps me deal with the
stresses I have incurred
through combat experience
and just stress in general. I
deal a lot with post traumatic stress disorder, and
my music is a way for me to
vent. I can just take everything that I’m feeling and
write it down and make

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Burris receiving his AA degree
from St. Petersburg College.

Recording in his home studio.

sense of it,” Burris explained.
Coming from a family of
musicians, this seems to
come naturally to Burris,
but he states that his
strengths come from writing.
“It started off as poetry;
writing something sweet for
girls in high school” he
laughed. “But, then it became something of more
value, then it became
music.”
Growing up, Burris
identified with other cultures through their music.
“You can take anything
away from somebody, but
you can’t take their music,”
he said as he drummed a
beat with his fingers on the
table.
After seeing the world
and being exposed to politics, Burris integrates much
of that knowledge into his
music. His lyrics consist of

strong, emotions and ideas:
“I don’t cry over spilt
milk, I cry over spilled oil.
Sometimes I get boiled
thinking Obama and oil, and
I know that he’s trying, but
sometimes I think he’s
lying, because troops are
still dying, losing blood over
oil.”
Burris definitely has a
strong statement with his
music, and a strong story
behind it. He feels that he
needs to write about matters that have substance.
“If somebody hears you
or is reading your work,
they know where you are,
what you’re writing, and
what you’ve seen. I just
think that music is really important for people,” finished
Burris.
For this young veteran,
student, and musician, graduating college seems like
just the beginning of his
mission.

ongoing — Publix now offers their customers
access to free Wi-Fi service inside their
supermarkets - a blessing for customers who
shop with their mobile devices.The Wi-Fi
service will help mobile users access the
Internet and check out products, ingredients,
prices and other useful tools shoppers want
access to while grocery shopping.
Saturday, nov. 3 — “Antiques in the Park,” an
outdoor antiques/collectibles fair, will be held
at Clymer Park in Gulfport (intersection of
Beach Blvd. and Gulfport Blvd.) The show
features antiques and collectibles exhibitors
spread throughout the park, so bring your
walking shoes! FREE admission and FREE
parking for the public. For dealer registration
information, visit www.hulahula.biz or email
hulahula@tampabay.rr.com
thursday, nov. 8 —The Sunshine Center,
located at 330 5th St. N., invites you to attend
a free performance of “Calamity Jane Tells All”
at 1 p.m. Author and Playwright, Susan Powell
Miller, debuts this historical interpretation in the
character of Calamity Jane, in an original oneact play based on researched historical facts.
Prior to the performance a slide show will
depict Calamity Jane’s life, accompanied by
recordings of authentic saloon piano tunes of
the time. Refreshments sponsored by Doctor’s
Express. Western dress encouraged. Free and
open to the public. 727-893-7190 or
www.stpeteparksrec.org

www.T he w eekly C hallenger n ewspaper . Com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles
Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store

(727) 867-3696
HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

CLASSIFIED
Unity temple of trUth ChUrCh, inC. intends to
file an application with the Florida Secretary of State to
use the fictitious name of: "Unity of Midtown"

ClassIFIeD aDVerTIsemenT raTe
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring

Soul

for the

Lydia Jackson honored by family
and friends

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

I have not written in a while. My life
is sometimes too busy. When life gets too
busy, most of us find a way to do the ultimately important things. I could not
sleep today until I did what I thought was
ultimately important —- writing for Brittany and those who loved her.
Brittany B. Gordon died Oct. 13, and
although I did not know her, I felt compelled to write about her. Some may ask
how I can write about someone I did not
know. For me, it is simple. Writing is a
way of caring for my soul. I hope some of
my words will comfort those who loved
and cared for her.
I did not have to know Brittany in
order to know she was a positive presence in the lives of others. Last Sunday
afternoon, near the end of our church
service, one of her friends stated she was
awakened by a frantic call stating Brittany died. She stated many were devastated by the loss of Brittany. She asked
for prayers for her family and friends.

Within an hour, I was reacquainted
with a close family friend whom I had not
seen in years. We caught up on her children and grandchildren. However, before our conversation ended, she began
to talk about Brittany. She had tears in
her eyes. She told me a story about Brittany’s decision to serve in the armed
forces. She also talked about the connection between Brittany and her grandchildren. What a life she must have led —- to
impact so many in such a short time on
earth.
I am thankful for my church member
and for my family friend who brought
Brittany to life for me. I am saddened by
the loss of Brittany Gordon. I am blessed
by the memories of her life.
Brittany cared for her soul and the
soul of others. To her parents, family and
friends, may you find comfort in knowing
that her life was well lived and she was
loved by many. You have and will continue to be in our community’s prayers.

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.

“I help my children with homework, and always
encourage them to strive to achieve. I make them read
and I am very strict about discipline and will apply it
when needed. Also, I am in frequent contact with my
children’s school at least 2-3 times each week.”
— Delisha Woods, a parent of three children

Lydia Jackson and her large family.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The place to be on the afternoon of Sat., Sept. 29
was Wildwood Recreation
Center, where over 100
family and friends gathered for the 80th birthday
celebration of Mrs. Lydia
Leola Jackson.
Hosted by her children, the attire was semiformal with a color
scheme of navy blue and
cream. The honoree was
lovely and radiant as she
was escorted into the
room by her sons Robert
and George Williams. Her
son Steven Walker was
not able to be present, but
sent his well wishes.
The official coordinators for the affair, Jackson’s daughters Carmen
Renee Holt and Vanessa L.
Mattox, did a fantastic job
in planning every detail
for this momentous event.
Granddaughters
and
other relatives served as

the party hostesses.
The evening was filled
with laughter, tears, fine
entertainment, and plenty
of delicious food to the enjoyment of all. Many heart
warming
testimonies
were given by family and
friends, a high school
classmate, and former
coworkers and retirees.
Guests came in from
all parts of Florida, as well
as Georgia, Minnesota,
Maryland, Virginia and
Washington, D.C.
Jackson is a faithful
member of First Mt. Zion
Missionary
Baptist
church, where she participates with the Unity
Usher Board, Sunday
School, Prayer Meeting,
Bible Study group, Home
Mission, hospitality committee and anywhere else
she is needed. Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is her
pastor.
In her closing re-

marks, the birthday girl
thanked everyone for the
many lovely gifts and for
taking the time to come
and make her 80th birthday a most blessed one.
The next day, her family put the final touches on
the celebration by worshiping together during
the 11 a.m. worship service at First Mt. Zion’s
Family and Friends Day.
The pastor and congregation again acknowledged
the honoree and thanked
God for her service.
Since she loves to
travel with her sister,
Maxine Pierro, and husband, Jackson was presented a gift for an
extended trip with plans to
hit the road this month.
Congratulations Mrs.
Lydia Leola Jackson and
best wishes for many
years to come!

“I help my oldest child who is eight years old, with
homework and working through his anger issues and
also keep him engaged in sports and other activities.
However, I rarely visit his school.”
— Montavia Mcknight, engaged parent

Lydia Jackson with her daughters.

Lydia posing with sons.

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midwifery on the rise

Community Spotlight

BY EV MALCOLM
Neighborhood News Bureau

Late last month, local licensed midwife Jill Adams
delivered her 382nd baby
since becoming certified in
2007.
Located on First Avenue South and 26th Street
in Midtown, Naturally
Nurturing
Midwifery
Services looks like most
other tree-shaded, singlefamily homes on the block
except for the large sign in
the front yard. Inside the
house, however, there is a
prenatal center where
Adams meets with clients
in the months leading up
to their delivery.
Specializing in water
births, Adams loads her inflatable, heated spa pools
and baskets of delivery
materials in her car and
promptly makes her way
to the scene of the birth as
soon as she receives the
call. Last month a delivery
didn’t end until close to 4
a.m. Adams said she spent
the following day like the
new mother and child –
resting and recovering.
“Pregnancy is not a
medical condition; it’s natural,” Adams said. “America has capitalized on
birth.”
This philosophy contributed to her decision to
attend The Florida School
of Traditional Midwifery in
Gainesville in 2001. Of the
18 students who started
out in her program, four
completed the training,
and two are now practicing. Those numbers differ
greatly from the program’s
current attendance, with
classes consisting of 25 to
30 students.
According to the “Journal of Midwifery and
Women’s Health,” in 2009,
8.1 percent of all U.S.
births were attended by
midwives, which is an unprecedented high in the
country’s history.
Director of women’s
services at St. Petersburg
General Hospital, Pam
Eaton, said that one of the
service lines offered to patients at St. Petersburg
General Hospital include

By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

Spotlight On
Erica Charmaine Brown
Adams hosts client meetings in
her own home before delivery
obstetrics. There the
Provider obtains privileges
to practice obstetrical care
at their facility.
“One of the groups of
providers that have obstetrical privileges at St Petersburg General Hospital
includes certified midwives. This group of
Providers is All Children’s
OBGYN Specialists. Currently there are three Certified Midwives within this
practice with obstetrical
privileges at St Petersburg
General Hospital,” said
Eaton.
Adams travels as far as
Manatee and Pasco counties to deliver babies, and
at any given time maintains between 15 and 20
clients. She said she has
never required an emergency transfer for a
mother and only one for a
baby Adams resuscitated
prior to the transfer.
“Every intervention is
a complication. Simply inducing [labor], the body’s
not ready – the baby’s not
ready,” Adams said. She
said childbirth is all about
choices, and that hospitals
take too many choices
away from expectant mothers.
“We practice safely;
take care of our clients. We
practice preventatively,”
Adams said.
For weeks before the
actual delivery the client is
educated on the process of
childbirth. Once the birth
is underway, Adams and
her assistants take care
“massaging,
hugging,
bathing and emotionally
and verbally supporting”

the mother and family until
the newborn is safely received.
“Every birth is a miracle, and I’m honored to be
a part of that miracle.”
Adams explained that
the midwife and assistants
are required by the state to
stay a minimum of two
hours after the birth, and
that she holds two postpartum meetings with the
family. But many of the relationships Adams has
built have lasted much
longer.
The customer to client
relationship is one of the
advantages over a hospital
delivery. Adams wants to
turn her Midtown home
into a birthing center so
her clients can come to a
delivery environment that
would be better equipped
than their homes.
Since she was 10 years
old, Adams has lived in St.
Petersburg and never in
her adult life been more
than a few miles from the
rest of her family. Of her
four children and six
grandchildren, only one
was delivered by a midwife
— but not by Adams,
though she was certified at
the time.
Neighborhood News Bureau (NNB) is a working
newsroom, staffed by USF
St. Petersburg undergraduate and graduate journalism students. NNB serves
Midtown and surrounding
communities. To report
your community news, call
727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at nnbnews.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Erica Charmaine
Brown readily admits
that she was spoiled
by her family. Everything she wished for
was hers when she
asked for it as a little
girl. As the youngest
two of the grandchildren, all of the adult
relatives catered to
her and her cousin,
Velicity.
Uncles,
aunts,
grandparents
and
parents spent time
and money giving the
two of them a lot of
interesting and enjoyable experiences.
To top it off, she and Velicity lived with
their grandparents, which gave them an
extra measure of love and attention.
Mt. Holly, N.J. was the city where
both girls were born. Their grandfather
and Charmaine’s father were in the military at that time. Although she does not
remember where her father was stationed, she remembers that their grandfather was stationed at a base in the New
Jersey/New York area.
When she was about two or three
years old and her grandfather left the
military, they moved to St. Petersburg.
Brown attended elementary and middle
schools in St. Petersburg, and then at 13
moved with her mother toTrenton, Fla.,
just outside of Gainesville.
The first months in Trenton were
heartbreaking! Away from her grandparents, her cousins and all of her other relatives and friends, Brown found solace in
her studies and in sports.
“My mom was very strict and I couldn’t go anywhere but home, school, or
church. When I got involved in sports, I
got to go everywhere and I began to
enjoy my new friends.”
Brown played basketball, ran cross
country, and excelled in track and field.
Her dad, who is a teacher and coach, was
very proud of her, and her mom encouraged her and attended every game.
High school was interesting and fun
once she threw herself into it. She graduated from Trenton High School with
honors.
Brown had plans to go into some
branch of the military when she completed high school, but a knee injury
while she was playing basketball prevented that. Instead, she entered college.
Her mind was not on college at that
time, but she did not want to disappoint

her parents or grandparents. After a few
months,
however,
she decided that
there would be no
more classes for her.
Enough was enough!
She quit going to college and got a job.
What she realizes
now is how much she
wanted to please others, but she had no
true goals for herself.
A number of
years have passed
since that time, and
Brown has finally returned to college to earn a degree in
nursing. Except for her work as a
cashier, all of her jobs have been in
healthcare-CNA, medical assistant, home
health aide, sitter, and caretaker of
friends and family.
She will tell you that she doesn’t
know how to do anything other than take
care of other people. Right now, in addition to her class work at St. Petersburg
College, Brown helps with the care of
her grandmother and great-grandparents.
Bittersweet, also, are the memories of
a lady Brown’s grandmother took care of
for over thirty years. She was really like
a family member, and when her grandmother took ill, she took care of her
grandmother’s charge.
“Being around her helped me to understand people with special needs. They
still have feelings and thoughts whether
they can talk or not. If we observe them,
we can begin to learn how to help them,
how to make fear, sadness, or pain go
away,” explained Brown.
That kind of experience develops
compassion in a person, and Brown has
been assured that she will need a lot of
compassion to work as a nurse.
She goes to college classes, helps to
take care of her grandparents, cares for
her two children, and puts in a few hours
of part-time work. There is shopping,
doctors’ appointments, cleaning, laundry,
and cooking to be done.
Sundays are for her children and
going to church. On Saturdays, however,
Brown takes the time to pamper herself.
“Saturday is my day for me. If I want
to sleep, read, eat, play games, or watch
television, that is what I do. I have no siblings, but two of my cousins, who are also
my very best friends, occasionally take
time to enjoy the day with me,” Brown
concluded.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Candidates weigh on the issues
From FORUM, page 1

ment and given two minutes to respond to individual questions.
What do you expect to
accomplish?
Board Member
Glenton Gilzean
District 7 School Board
Candidate
• improve student
achievement and safety of
students
• improve teacher quality
• expand principal site
based leadership
• expand parental community involvement
• expand wrap around
services
“Some of the lowest performing schools in the
county fall into District 7.
Given the extra two years,
we’ll be able to improve
upon the schools going forward.”
Rene Flowers
District 7 School Board
Candidate
• work to close the
achievement gap
• expand career academics to ESE and disability students
• champion pre-k readiness program
• provide support/communicate with teachers
“Working to close the
achievement gap is not
going to be a small measure, nor is it going to be a
simple measure, but I do
believe we need to implement some new out of the
box thinking ideas and criteria.”
Scott Swope (D)
Sheriff Candidate
Reinstate vital public
safety programs such as:
• Fugitive Section- responsible for serving arrest
warrants
• DUI Enforcement
Unit
• Human Trafficking
Task Force detective
• Cold Case Homicide
detective
“There’s plenty of
money to reinstate those
programs. My opponent
managed to find five million
dollars a couple of months
ago to give bonuses to the
folks at the Sheriff’s Office,
and yet he states there’s no

money to reinstate these
programs. It’s just wrong.”
Greg Pound
Sheriff Candidate (Write
in on Constitutional
Party Ticket)
• Problem with corruption in county
• Drug problem in
county
• Illegal activities in
Sheriff’s Office
Ken Welch
Incumbent County Commissioner, District 7
• Continue to be a
strong voice for the District
• Continue to fund affordable housing
• Continue working on
EMS system (911)
“A lot of folks don’t
know there was a plan last
December [to raise taxes]
in St. Pete and other working areas of the county and
cut taxes on the beaches in
North County to fund EMS.
That’s the wrong way to go
about it.”
What could the school
board do to improve performance in our schools?
Board Member
Glenton Gilzean
• Prepare students for
jobs that will be around in 5
years
• Overcome perception
that k-12 is glorified daycare service.
• K-12 is seen as
preparing youth for workforce of tomorrow
• Correlate career academies with jobs that currently exist
“How about we start
looking for certifications
like MSE (Microsoft certification), so regardless if
they go to college or not
they can enter into the
workforce.”
Rene Flowers
• Equip classrooms
with all resources needed
to teach children
• Provide enough
school books
• EOC exams instead of
FCAT
• Instill cultural sensitivity in school
“I think it’s deplorable
to expect that children will
be able to go home and do
their homework on the
computer, when they may

Board Member Glenton Gilzean

Greg Pound

Rene Flowers

Scott Swope

have a computer, but not
the internet service in
order to get the assignment.”
What can you bring to
District 7 to improve the
graduation rate?
Board Member
Glenton Gilzean
• break the cycle of
poverty
• identify the low performing teachers
• Give bonus money to
high performing teachers
who work in low performing schools
“If they don’t have the
experience, then you’re setting us up for failure. It’s
heartbreaking.”
Rene Flowers
• Bring communities
together to solve the problem together.
• Work with community groups
• Push for new FCAT
legislation to provide college education if unable to
pass.
“To make sure we pull
together a holistic commu-

“A Stormy Season”
Book signing party
hosted by author
Frank Peterman, Jr.
Nov. 9 at 6 p.m.
located at
Mid-Town Sundries,
200 1st Ave. S.
“A Stormy Season”
(fiction), is based
on the story of
a black rural family
living in the 1950s that experienced an alleged tragedy
concerning one of their sons.
The book is about redemption, forgiveness, confronting racism,
and restoration. It then shows how a family and different cultures
can unite together through life’s challenges and experiences.

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

RATE
REDUCTION

nity approach to help our
children.”
What would you do to
reinforce public trust in
the sherif f ’s of fice?
Scott Swope (D)
Sheriff Candidate
• Change the culture at
the sheriff’s office
• Deputies abide by
constitution and not trample on people’s rights
• Community based
law enforcement
“If they get to know the
people that live and work in
that community, those people will trust them and
they’ll give them information. They’ll be better at
doing their jobs and at solving and preventing crimes.”
Greg Pound
Sheriff Candidate
(Write in on Constitutional Party Ticket)
• End out of control
corruption
What would you do to
ensure that all victims of
violence receive the protection and services they
need?

Scott Swope (D)
Sheriff Candidate
• Expand Victim Advocate Office
• Make it easier to file
complaint
Greg Pound
Sheriff Candidate (Write
in on Constitutional Party
Ticket)
• Church leaders work
with families instead of
court involvement
• Invest in the families
of Pinellas County
What role should the
commission play in dealing with the problem of
homelessness?
Ken Welch
Incumbent County Commissioner, District 7
• Continue to support
Pinellas Hope which serves
400 a day
• Work with Sheriff to
continue Safe Harbor
which provides services in
lieu of jail.
“We are the epicenter
for homeless families and
children. There are more
than 2,000 homeless kids in

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
James E. Flynn Jr.

QUESTION: My brother is being threatened by
the police because he won’t take a lie detector test.
Is that legal? I thought taking that test was optional.

Answer:
No! In no state can anyone be forced by the police or anyone else to take a polygraph examination. However, many people are not aware of this, and police can often
apply plenty of psychological pressure on a suspect to the effect that not taking the
test is an automatic admission of guilt.
Moreover, refusing to take a test may often convince police that you are guilty, at
which point you may be harassed and searched until some kind of evidence is found.
But even if one agrees to take a polygraph test and passes it, if the police consider
you a suspect, they may believe you “beat the test” rather than told the truth, making
it somewhat of a lose-lose situation.

SPECIAL!

Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________

The Weekly Challenger will select a question and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” answer it.

Please submit questions
to theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

Phone No: _______________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________
New Subscription _______
Date: _____________

our school right now. How
do expect a kid to achieve
when they go to school and
they don’t have a home to
go to?”
Describe a recent decision of the commission you
could have made dif ferently and describe what
you would have done.
Ken Welch
Incumbent County Commissioner, District 7
• Cut Social Action
Funding that funds Meals
on Wheels (brought back
to the commission and now
back in funding)
• Fluoride Vote
“We are the largest
county in the Southeast
that doesn’t fluoridate its
water, and I think that’s one
of the worst decisions this
commission’s made.”
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri
and County Commissioner opponent Buck
Walz were not in attendance.

(or) Renewal ______

Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____

Comments: _____________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

Preacher Deborah Howard was call to teach about God.
Through her ministry she prays for the sick
and uses original compositions as music therapy
to help people relax.
Howard is hoping to build a church in
San Bernardino or Los Angeles.
To learn more about Howard and her ministry,
please write to 2629 61st Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33714.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers

Deuces building get a facelift

Brigadier General, ANC
Carrie W. Nero,U. S. Army Retired

From DEUCES, page 1

timing was perfect and is encouraged by the warm reception his business is receiving
in the St. Petersburg area and
hopes for a long relationship
at the Deuces.
“To be a start of something happening in this area
is real exciting for us,” Hernandez said.
Mayor Foster went on to
enlighten the crowd with further good news for Midtown
with the recent commitment
from St. Petersburg College
to start construction on a
45,000 square foot campus on
the Deuces which will bring
jobs, students, and new life to
the area.
The nearby Manhattan
Casino is also preparing to
house a Sylvia’s Queen of
Soul Food Restaurant which
is sure to get some mouths
watering and promises to rev
up the Deuces and bring
businessmen to the area.
Mayor Foster believes
the commitment from both
the city and private developments will revitalize the
Deuces and move it forward
in becoming, “a true entertainment, art, residential, and
retail destination.”
But as Vice Chair Wengay Newton looks around, he
sees other buildings desperately in need of repair. Their
historical essence fading with
each falling brick, Newton reminds the crowd there is still
work to be done to breathe
life back into the forgotten
section of town dismantled in
the 1970s by the building of
Interstate 275.
“It wasn’t long ago that
there was nothing happening
on 22nd Street,” Newton explained. “The last real big activity we had was when the
bulldozers came through and
tore everything down.”
But Newton and other
prominent members of St.
Petersburg agree that even
though it will take years to
see the projected economic
and social impact they are
looking for, it is a good day in
St. Petersburg.

With the combined efforts of city officials and community members, “some of
the historical presence of the
African-American community
[can] be preserved,” said
Newton.
City Council member
Karl Nurse has been instrumental in setting up the meeting of the minds that got the
ball rolling on the project and
takes great pride in the huge
accomplishments
being
made in such a short time period.
“It’s exciting that in a matter of weeks people will begin
working on this building,”
Nurse beamed and reminded
the community that although
the initial growth may be
slow at first they shouldn’t get
discouraged. “It starts off
modestly and builds over
time.”
So as the jazz music of the
Ron Gregg Duo began to
softly play Duke Ellington’s
“Satin Doll,” beckoning those
in earshot to remember an
era gone by, council members, businessmen, and residents alike looked to the
future. A future where the
Deuces will once again
thrive.
“From this day forward,
we are going to create a viable commercial corridor
[and] residential community,” Brayboy demanded,
“This will not be tolerated, not
one more day.”
Deuces Live Board President
Gloria
Campbell
summed it all up for residents
and current business owners
in the area, “It’s our property.
It’s our community. So it’s up
to us to make it happen.”
The event was sponsored
by Florida Main Street, the
City of St. Petersburg, and
the Deuces Live Inc. Pipo’s
Cuban Café provided refreshments. Space on the building’s second floor is still
available and the Brayboy’s
hope bookstores, retail outlets, and speak easy live
music and dance venues will
hop on board.

BY EMMA CAVIN
STAFF WRITER

Mayor Foster

Council member
Karl Nurse

Vice Chair
Wengay Newton

Gloria Campbell

Ramon Hernandez

St. Pete’s “Freedom’s Hero”
wins national award
ST. PETERSBURG —
Rev. Edward V. Leftwich Jr.,
known as “Rev. Ed” who
founded the Center for Community and Economic Justice,
Inc. (CCRJ) in St. Petersburg
more than a decade ago, was
honored recently when the
National Alliance of Resident
Services in Affordable and Assisted Housing (NARSAAH)
held its 10th Annual Convention in New Orleans.
An expert in housing revitalization and community development, Rev. Ed’s received
the “Sustainability Through
Partnerships Award,” given
for the first time in 2012.
No stranger to public
recognition for his good
works, in 2008 Rev. Ed was
designated a “Freedom’s
Hero” by WFLA News Channel 8, for his successful ministry with addicted and
otherwise dependent adults
who were participating in
CCEJ’s former Still Standing
Recovery Ministry in St. Petersburg.
Rev. Ed, who pioneered
creative residential developments, innovative renewal of
river-front spaces and “old
town” rehabilitation in the
Hudson River Valley’s of
Kingston, New York, was honored in New Orleans for effective community development
and resident involvement as
the Community Manager for
his current employer, mid-

Florida’s Bradenton Village.
NARSAAH is the professional
organization
for
providers of services and
community support activities
to residents of a range of privately owned sub-divisions,
mixed income developments
and publicly assisted housing
companies.
Rev Ed’s award recognized his role in outreach to
the City of Bradenton’s housing development establishment to create more
comprehensive and functionally diverse services to the
900-plus Village residents.
Residents include 332 families
in market rate as well as subsidized housing, and seniorcitizen residents of the newly
occupied, 36-unit Lawrence
Major apartment complex located on the Village’s campus.
Recently appointed to the
Board of Directors for the
Central Community Redevelopment Agency (CCRA),
Bradenton’s powerful community development policy
and regulatory body, on Oct.
22 Rev. Ed was the “M.C” for
a well-attended ground-breaking ceremony initiating the
historic construction of the 28
thousand-square-foot Minnie
L. Rogers Plaza and Retail
Center.
Located on the edge of
Bradenton Village at corner of
First Street and 13th Avenue,
the Plaza will include the first

Rev. Edward V.
Leftwich Jr.

Supermarket ever in this Village neighborhood, as well as
two long anticipated community retail buildings, both
goals which Rev Ed’s efforts
helped to realize.
Prior to settling in St. Petersburg in 2000, to create
CCEJ’s Still Standing Recovery Ministry, Rev. Ed served
as Regional Director of the
New York State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal which was known as
the largest landlord in New
York State.
He subsequently served
as Executive Director of the
New York State Urban Revitalization Task Force, operating
in western New York State
from a Buffalo headquarters,
under legislation originally
sponsored by Deputy Speaker
of the New York State Assembly, the Honorable Arthur O.
Eve.
Today Rev. Ed and his
wife, Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, remain permanent residents of Mid-town St.
Petersburg.

Brigadier General Carrie W. Nero served in the
United States Army and
Army Reserves for more
than 30 years. Prior to entering the military and
during her tenure, she
worked in many capacities
and for several facilities
that served the public.
With a nursing degree
in hand, she began her
nursing career as a surgical nurse and trainer for
operating room technicians at Bayfront Medical
Center, then moved on to
the
Pinellas
County
Health
Department
(PCHD) as a public health
nurse and education director. Direct services to
clients in generalized
health programs were her
responsibility in clinics,
schools, and homes.
As the charge nurse of
the Maternity Clinic, Nero
made pre and post assessments, interviewed and
counseled parents, evaluated home situations, and
established the first Sickle
Cell Screening Program at
the PCHD. In addition,
she trained other nurses
to be effective counselors
for the Sickle Cell Program.
In 1974, Nero became
the education director for
the PCHD. Her job was to
educate and train the public health nursing personnel and the general public
in needed programs. She
directed, planned, and coordinated staff development
programs,
orientation, in-service programs, and continuing education courses. One
position Nero held was
that of Director of the Office of Community Health,
which was designed to
identify, approach, and
help eliminate health disparities issues.
It was during that time
that she also developed
and taught a course in
contemporary health issues. It was a televised
lecture course in issues
that affect personal and
community health and
healthcare management.
She also taught courses in
Health Care Administration.
In 1979, Nero developed, and has since promoted, two programs that
focus on positive parent
and child relationships.
She and her husband, Joe
Nero, are co-founders of
the Parent-Child Center,
Inc. and the JC Professional Development and
Education Center, Inc.
The professional development program focuses on families who are
struggling with system issues that are preventing
them from successful
achievements. The Parent-Child Center, on the
other hand, serves as a
catalyst to motivate parents and families to foster
stimulative and enriching
homes.
Following graduation
with a bachelor of arts degree in sociology from the
University
of
South
Florida (USF), Nero went
into basic training in the
U. S. Army. After completing the basic training,
Nero attended Basic Offi

cers Advanced College.
All phases of the officer course work were
completed at Fort Sam
Houston, Texas in 1977.
A Master’s of Military
Science Degree from the
Command and General
Staff College was earned
in 1980, just a year after
she received a Master’s of
Arts in guidance and
counseling from USF. She
was a 1997 graduate of the
prestigious Army War
College. Other degrees include a Master of Science
in Nursing from USF and
a Doctorate of Higher Education from Nova Southeastern University.
Nero’s
dissertation
was a study of the Development, Implementation,
and Evaluation of Public
Health Nursing Orientation Programs. Additional
graduate study was done
at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Miss.
In the Army Reserves,
Nero was in charge of several units that provided
nursing and drug training
for groups either preparing for deployment or assisting in re-building and
treatment of people in disaster areas.
The 345th Combat
Support Hospital and the
81st Regional Support
Command in Birmingham, Ala. were two of the
units under her command
for the greater length of
time.
From 1975 through
1996, she had the responsibility of also commanding the 349th Combat
Support Hospital as Chief
Nursing Service provider
and the Chief Drug Team,
the 81st ARCOM, and
Medical Advisor. Nero’s
units served medical
groups from all branches
of the military.
Their responsibilities
were to establish, and
maintain high states of
readiness through the
medical battlefield operation system of combat
health care to include: patient evacuation, medical
regulation,
veterinary

services, dental services,
medical treatment, pre
ventive medicine services
and hospitalization. In
1992 and 1993, Nero
served at the Pentagon in
Washington, DC.
The Senate confirmed
Nero as a Brigadier General of the United States
Army on December 20,
2001. Her appointment to
the position took place on
April 2, 2002. With two
partners, Nero established a non-profit corporation, the Healthy Start
Coalition of Pinellas, Inc.
She is vice president and
co-founder also of the National Association of
American
Veterans
(NAAV), which advocates
for all service members
and veterans.
In her present position
as an education and training director, Nero functions as a key member of
the Health Advisory Organization. Her awards
and accolades are too numerous to mention. In
public, private, or military
occupations, she was truly
an inspiration to her coworkers and the officers
under her command.
They are all proud to have
worked with her.
Through all of her career endeavors, Brig. Gen.
Carrie W. Nero has had
the support and encouragement of her husband
and two children. They
have encouraged her,
served as her personal
chauffer, caretaker, and
cheerleaders.
“It is because of them
that I have been able to do
whatever has been done.
They have always been
there for me. From the
day I began studying nursing at St. Petersburg Junior College until the day I
received my doctorate
from Nova Southeastern
University and during all
of the jobs and services of
my careers, my family has
surrounded me with love
and encouragement. We
have made this journey together,” Nero said.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
“Through Our Eyes:
Midtown and Beyond”
showcased at Studio @620
BY KENDALL QUEEN

Jazz Club of Sarasota’s 3rd week
of Jazz at Two
Unfortunately, I missed the first two
weeks of the Jazz Club of Sarasota’s most
popular jazz program “Jazz at Two.” Starting at 2 p.m. every Friday in October until
April of next year, the Jazz Club hosts an
outstanding concert at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota, 3975
Fruitville Rd. in Sarasota.
For those of you unfamiliar with the
Jazz Club of Sarasota, it is one of the most
active jazz clubs in the United Sates, with
over 80 concerts and lectures each year.
Founded in 1980 by the late Hal Davis, the
former publicist for Benny Goodman, the
club has more than 600 members and is
growing in membership. Every March,
the Club presents the Sarasota Jazz Festival, one of the major U.S. jazz festivals.
Since I had missed the first couple of
weeks of Jazz at Two, I was determined to
attend the third week, which featured jazz
vocalist Lorri Hafer and the Haferhouse
Quartet. Vocalist Hafer is one of my favorite female songsters, and is capable of
covering the jazz vocal gamut from top to
bottom, including the Great American
Song Book.
Plus, Hafer’s jazz group is literally one
big happy and swinging family. Husband
of 31 years, Mike Hafer is the group’s keyboardist/pianist who is well-aware of how
to musically spotlight Lorri’s singing with
keyboard chords that embellish her every
note.
While, usually in his background position on the stage, bassist and son Paul lays
down a carpet of interesting chordal
sounds that seems to say to mom and dad:
“Come follow me.” Regrettably, the
group’s regular drummer Dave Dunscombe was unable to make the gig, but
filling his shoes with a steady beat that
kept the group in the grove was Lennie
Ballesteni.
They performed a selection of songs
from their recent CD, “The Very Thought
of You,” along with other jazz standards
and a selection of the best of the great
American songbook.
The rhythm section opened the first
set with “Yardbird Suite.” This was a slick
up-tempo tune that set the stage for the
entire group to rest in the groove at the
very start of the concert. When young
Paul Hafer took his first solo, I realized

The Haferhouse Quartet
this was going to be a different setting.
I have followed the group for at least
eight years, and Paul’s playing seems to
improve month by month. Unlike in the
past, I can now hear the melody of the
tune in his solo’s, and can hear him as he
plays the tunes’ changes. Great stuff!
As for Mike Hafer, he continues to
stretch his accompanying chords in such
a manner that the soloist can play almost
any note and still sound good. As I mentioned to Mike during intermission, I hear
a lot of Bill Evans in his solos.
Lorri continued with her hallmark
tune of “What a Difference a Day Makes,”
and as usual she made it swing. A total of
eight tunes were sung by Lorri during the
first set, and 11 tunes were in the second,
which started with “Better Than Anything” and ended with the popular Jimmy
McHugh jazz standard “I Can’t Give You
Anything But Love.” A great tune to end
a great concert!
At concert end, Haferhouse Quartet
received a well-deserved ovation. If you
have an opportunity to see them perform,
I highly recommend that you do.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback?
I would like to hear from YOU! You may
visit my website at: www. rickgeesjazzor
email
me
at
jamm.com
jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail
your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Paint the Library 2012
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Sat., Oct. 20, The
Friends of Mirror Lake Library hosted the Plein Air
Painting Festival for 20 participants.
People of all ages came
from all over the state to sit
outside and enjoy the day
while painting portraits of
the Mirror Lake Library.
Locals meandered around
the artists and were encouraged to discuss their painting styles and perspectives
with the participants.
The Friends of Mirror
Lake Library is a non-profit
organization striving to provide support and assistance
to the library. This event had
locals and individuals from
Ft. Myers, Jacksonville, and
South Pasadena spend the
day outside painting scenes
around St. Petersburg’s first
library.
Opening in 1915, the library was known as a milestone
in
the
city’s
development. Once a segregated library, it wasn’t until
almost three decades later
that it unified the races
within its walls. Only one of
12
libraries
built
by industrialist Andrew
Carnegie, Mirror Lake Library is only one of the two
still in operation in Florida.

Carlos Culbertson works on his landscape
portrait of the Mirror Lake Library.
“We want to strive to reconnect the community with
the library,” stated Wayne
Finley, festival manager and
member of The Friends of
Mirror Lake Library. “We
have 20 participants, one a
six-year-old girl who we had
entered into the contest for
free, as well as a local 80year-old woman. We like for
many people with different
cultural backgrounds to be a
part of this.”
The organization handed
out $1,000 worth of prizes to
the winners in the contest,
and the paintings were hung

in the Shuffleboard Court
Ballroom for purchase.
Local artist Carlos Culbertson, who usually does
more figurative paintings,
entered into the contest as a
challenge.
“I am not a landscape
painter, but I saw this as an
opportunity to do something
different. It’s a lot of pressure, because there are a lot
of landscape painters here!
But, I like to get out and socialize and paint at the same
time.”
Support the local art
community.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For the seventh year, Studio @ 620 hosted the
“Through Our Eyes: Midtown and Beyond” exhibit
of multimedia work and
100 photos from Melrose
Elementary, John Hopkins
Middle and Lakewood
High school. This year the
event was held Fri., Oct.
19.
Students told their stories of the people, places
and objects within their
neighborhoods that hold a
significant meaning to
them. Works included
photography, writing, and
video reports.
“This year, the students explored their environment in more personal
ways,” said Journeys in
Journalism program coordinator Cynda Mort. “The
results, from the story of a
teen mother’s changed
life, to a bicycle, to a student losing weight with
the help of a mentor at a
neighborhood gym are
powerfully told.”
The Journeys in Journalism program is a partnership between Pinellas
County Schools and the
Tampa Bay Times that has
been held in tradition for
11 years, teaching journalism to children. The magnet program began at
Melrose
Elementary
when the St. Petersburg
Times partnered with the
school district and developed curriculums that
started educating the students in journalism skills.
All of the teachers are
professional journalists,
first, instructors second.
“It was important for

Sophomore Bobbie Wright
stands next to her photo “Ole Rusty.”
the kids to learn these
journalism skills that
would serve them no matter what they were doing
in their life. So, you’ve got
first graders learning how
to talk to people, look
them in the eyes and ask
questions, and have them
thinking critically,” said
Gretchen
Letterman,
chair of the Journeys in
Journalism.
Letterman explained
that if you can give a child
the ability to ask questions
and to understand why it
is important to share their
stories, then you’ve got a
great citizen in training.
After about four years,
the program then moved
into the middle schools to
get the older children to
also feel confident talking
about themselves and
learning about their world.
The program received a
grant from a renowned
camera company which
provided the schools with
cameras for the students.
Many photos stood out
in the exhibit, one of

which was taken by sophomore Bobbie Wright entitled “Old Rusty.”
“I would go to my
neighborhood and take
pictures of everything and
describe why I was there
and what I was doing,”
said Wright. She said the
subject looked interesting
and quipped, “all of these
nails and nothing is actually hanging up.”
Many students chose a
more abstract take on photography such as Ryley
Baker’s photo entitled
“Bikes in Love.”
“I thought it was the
cutest thing. There was no
one out on the beach, and
here were these two bikes
standing next to each
other,” smiled Baker.
Tomorrow,
Friday,
Oct. 26 is the last day to
view the exhibit. Don’t
miss out on a chance to
see Midtown through the
eyes of these talented children. Studio @620 is
located downtown at
620 1st Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

Tony Terry on stage at the Straz
TAMPA — As an artist
who needs no introduction, R&B singer Tony
Terry sings so sweetly
and energetically, and
guess what? He’s coming
to the Straz Center Sun.,
Nov. 4 in the play “Holding On To What You
Never Had.”
Too Smooth Entertainment is bringing an allstar lineup to the stage
including Shirley Murdock, Lil G, Miguel
Nunez, and of course,
Tony Terry accompanied
by his lovely wife, Ronnie.
Tony Terry is an exceptional artist with a distinctive voice, stunning
looks and loads of sheer
star power! Currently,
Tony Terry is hard at
work performing and
pouring his passion into
his new R&B project to be
released soon.
The soul/new jack
swing singer from Washington, D.C. topped the
charts in the late 1980s
and early 1990s with such
hits as “With You” which
reached the Top 20 of the
U.S. Billboard Hot 100, as
well as was number #1 on
the Top 10 R&B chart.
“With you” has become
an everlasting ballad of
endearment and a wedding day anthem and continues to be the song of
choice for a new generation of brides.
Today the master of

Tony Terry with wife and son.
love ballads and timeless
songs is delivering a new
message along with his
wife and music; one that
aims to create awareness
about the impact of fibromyalgia on patients
and their caregivers.
The
Terrys
were
recently named National
Spokespersons for the National Fibromyalgia Association and they are now
speaking to audiences
across the nation about
the debilitating condition.
Terry is a dynamic
public speaker and shares
his story of life as a caregiver for his wife Ronnie
who
suffers
from

fibromyalgia. He has also
performed the song “Remember the Love” which
debuted during National
Fibromyalgia Association
Awareness Day. The song
was dedicated to the over
10 million people affected
by the condition.
Come see Tony Terry
along with the rest of the
crew from “Holding On
To What You Never Had”
next Sun., Nov. 4 at the
Straz Center in Tampa.
For more information,
please
contact
Too
Smooth Entertainment at
(813) 244-7474, or go to
www.toosmoothent.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Weekly Challenger high Bernard Reedy Jr. putting up big numbers at Toledo
school football top 10
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD

Sports Writer

Largo (7-0, 3-0)
Lakewood (7-0, 6-0)
Countryside (7-1, 3-0)
CCC (6-1, 2-0)
AFA (7-1, 5-1)
IRC (6-1)
Palm Harbor (6-2, 2-0)
Pinellas Park (5-2, 3-0)
East Lake (5-2, 2-0)
Osceola (5-3)

........

Week 9 high school
football schedule
Boca Ciega @ Tarpon Springs
Clearwater @ St. Petersburg
Countryside @ Pinellas Park
Dixie Hollins @ Osceola
Middleton @ Dunedin
Jesuit @ Gibbs
Robinson @ Lakewood
Largo @ Lakewood Ranch
Northeast @ Seminole
Admiral Farragut @ Northside Christian
Bradenton Christian @ Calvary Christian
Keswick Christian @ Canterbury
Lemon Bay @ CCC
IRC @ Carrollwood Day 3:30 PM
SPC @ Evangelical Christian
Shorecrest @ Lakeland Christian

.........
All public school games start at 7:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.
Private school games start at 7 p.m.

ST PETERSBURG - The
University of Toledo coaching staff must have known
when
they
recruited
Bernard Reedy Jr. what a
powerhouse they were getting when they decided to
offer him an athletic scholarship.
The former Lakewood
High graduate has taken
the Mid American Conference by storm with his recent performance. Before
the season, the coach of the
Rockets raved about the
skill set from his top offensive weapon. So far this season Reedy has not
disappointed anyone on the
field.
Last Saturday Reedy
had the best game of his career so far, scoring on an 89
yard kickoff return, a 58

yard run and a 65 yard
catch all in the third quarter
as the Rockets defeated
Eastern Michigan 52-47.
On the day Reedy also
caught 11 passes for 237
yards, to go along with a
total of 407 all purpose
yards, which is a new
school record. So far this
season he has 52 catches
for 666 yards, five touchdowns and averages 26
yards per kick return along
with another touchdown.
Reedy is ranked among
the top 15 in receiving nationally.
If you have ever
watched this young man
play, he is very shifty and
very dangerous when he
gets out into spaces. What
makes him such a valuable
weapon is that the coaching
staff puts him in situations
where he can thrive so the
offense can get maximum

results.
Reedy has had to step
up simply because his other
bookend receiver Eric Page
decided to enter the NFL
Draft. Basically that left
Reedy with no other option
but to fill the shoes of his
departed playmaker.
He has done a superb
job at becoming a dominant
offensive threat even in the
return game.

When I spoke with him
earlier in the year he said
his goal was to catch 65
passes for 1,200 yards. He is
well on his way to meeting
this lofty accomplishment.
The way he is playing is
off the charts, and all he
does is put up big numbers.
This is probably not the last
time we’ll hear from Reedy
this season.

Gibbs boy’s basketball 2012-2013
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST PETERSBURG Over the last several years
the Gibbs Gladiators were
the most dominant basketball team in Pinellas
County. How can you not
dominate when you have
an athlete like Gary Simon,
who was the heart of soul
of the team?
Simon now attends the
University of Oklahoma on
a football scholarship.
Without Simon, however,
how good will the Gladiators be?
The current team is
made of up blue collar
types of players with no
budding superstar. However, one thing for sure is
that the Gladiators will play
in your face defense and

win
some
basketball
games.
Strengths of the team:
The team is probably one of
the deepest in the county.
Coach Murphy said, “We
will use our depth to wear
down our opponents.”
Also the Gladiators will
have a very strong post
presence, “probably the
best post game that we
have had in quite some
time,” said Murphy.
The Gladiator can rotate six guards during any
game.
Top Returning Players:
Shaquielle Speights G,
Barry Brown, Jr G, Darrel
Fuller PF, Sajon Ford PF,
Zicari Gibbons G, LaTroy
Killens PF, Darian Johnson
G, Corion Williams PF
Newcomers: Antonio
Walker, Davarius Clark,

From left to right Derrick Ramsey,
Shaquielle Speights, Darrel Fuller, Sajon Ford,
Antonio Walker, Barry Brown.
Undrea Bullard, Derrick
Ramsey
Overall Outlook: Coach
Murphy said that he would
like to improve on last

year’s 22-4 record, and that
the Gladiators have their
sights set for Lakeland in
February bringing home a
state title.

Gibbs girl’s basketball 2012-2013
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

Have any questions or
comments about TWC Sports?
Please Email us at
Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ST PETERSBURG - Ed
Jackson has been a household name when it comes
to girl’s basketball for over
32 years. He’s known taking dead programs and
bringing them back to life.
Currently he is the girls’
basketball coach at Gibbs,
and is working on his second stint as a head coach.
Jackson can be considered a “dean of coaching”
because he and Clearwa-

ter’s Tom Shaneyfelt are
the
county’s
oldest
coaches. Last year Jackson
inherited a young team
with potential and this year
he hopes to build on the
strengths and to improve
on their shortcomings.
Strengths of Team —
They are eager to learn and
are improving daily. They
often show cohesiveness as
an unit and defensively
they could pose some problems for their opponents.
Rebounding is also going to
be an asset of the Gladia-

tors; pressing the ball is
something that will occur
on a nightly basis.
Top Returning Players: Bria Bostick PG, Shelbria Murphy G/F, Jessica
Takdari
G,
Roezhine
Tucker G/F.
Newcomers: Royanna
Streeter F/C, Rodtavia McCall F.
Overall
Outlook:
Being competitive regulary
in a strong district with the
likes of Bradenton Southeast, Lakewood High and
Boca Ciega.

Ed Jackson

Reasons why athletes go broke
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST PETERSBURG - How
many times do we here about
professional athletes going
broke? You’d be surprised at
some of the reasons why
these players run out of
money after their playing
days are over.
I have done some research on this chronic epidemic
of
athletes
squandering million’s during
their careers. Here are some
major reasons why players
are losing their fortunes at
alarming rates.
Hip Hop Culture —
Since the 1980s, there’s been
athletes wanting to be rappers and rappers wanting to
be athletes. Deon Sanders,
Shaquille O’Neal and Kobe
Bryant have all recorded rap
albums. Former rap mogul
Master P chased a lifelong
dream of playing in the NBA.

He was actually on the rosters of the New Orleans Hornets and Toronto Raptors
during the 1998-1999 preseasons.
Their lifestyles are somewhat similar, they all pop bottles in the club. Here is the
difference, rap stars get old
and washed up, but they still
can go on tour and generate
revenue for themselves and
their families. However, once
the athlete is done with his
sport he is done.
No College Degree/No
Experience – An example of
making millions in sports and
not having a degree is John
Wall. Also, there are college
football players who often
come out after three years.
Even when an athlete has
a degree, without practical
experience the degree isn’t
worth the paper it’s printed
on. Good luck finding a job.
There’s only so far your name
can take you, and that is a

hard pill to swallow when you
were used to making millions.
Baby Mama Drama —
“Be a millionaire, have a baby
by me” are the words 50 Cent
uttered in his song called “I
Got Money.” Athletes seem
to have that same attitude
when it comes to having children.
NY Jets’ Antonio Cromartie has fathered 10 kids from
eight different women. Currently he pays seven of his
children’s mothers $3,500 a
month a month for child support, while he is married to
the eighth child’s mother.
He’s paying out $294,000 a
year in child support. When
his playing days are over,
then what?
Change in Lifestyle – At
some point in a professional
athlete’s career, they will get
old, injured or abruptly cut.
What are the chances of
them continuing to make that

type of money outside of
sports? Slim to none.
For instance, Warren
Sapp was used to making millions now he makes around
$540,000 as an NFL analyst,
which is a little over the veteran NFL minimum of
$355,000.
Breadwinners for all —
In some instances, athletes
become cash cows for their
families and friends. It’s okay
to help family members and
others, but where is the line
drawn? Taking care of others
during your career can put
any athlete in dire straits financially. It is easy to see why
their riches do not last long.
Lottery Winner Syndrome — Yes it’s true that
these athletes have worked
hard for many years before
they reach millionaire status.
Isn’t it a disgrace to compare
pros to lottery winners? In a
sense they are lottery winners when they are drafted in

NY Jets’ Antonio Cromartie
the early rounds.
Now here is a startling
fact, according to Sports
Illustrated 78 percent of NFL
players are divorced, unemployed, or bankrupt after two
years of being removed from
the game. MSNBC also reports that 1 in 4 NFL players
live from paycheck to paycheck.
Finally, those are some of
the reasons that athletes go
broke. If you’re an athlete

with professional aspirations,
I would highly advise you to
learn to manage your own
money, and not allow family
and fair weather friends to
drive you to financial ruins.
Obtaining a huge financial windfall is a great thing,
but living above your means
is unwise considering one
day you will leave the game
behind. He who fails to financially plan, should expect to
fail financially.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
With all of the blessings
that God bestows on us, we
will be honoring our pastor
and his family that proudly
stands behind him.
A joyous recognition for
the tireless dedication of
teaching the Word that continuously help us to improve our
relationship with God will be
highlighted throughout our
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary celebration.
We sincerely request your
presence during our special
recognitory events to Give
God The Glory for Dr. Evans,
Sr., and his Family invaluable
contributions to the Church
community.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary
Events Numbers 6:24-26
Theme: “Declaring a Blessing
for the Man of God in his Di-

St. Mark MBC

vine Grace”
Oct. 27 — 8:30 a.m.
100 Women in White
Prayer Breakfast – Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church.
Please call the Church Office
for donation information: 727906-8300.
Oct. 31 — 7 p.m.
The SHIP’s Youth Church
– “O How I Love Jesus” Praise
Party. We gladly request you
and your family to come join
us to celebrate both Christ and
our Children together. First
Lady Evans, Youth Director.
Nov. 3 — 4 p.m.
“Boys to Men” Fashionable Event – Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Please call the Church Office
for donation information: 727906-8300.
Nov. 11 — 4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Carlos Senior, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Saint
Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 14 — 7 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Louis Murphy, Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 16 — 7 p.m.
Black Tie Banquet – Banquet Master, 8100 Park Boulevard, Pinellas Park. Please call

the Church Office for donation
information.
Nov. 18 — 7:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Robert Evans, Mt. Lebanon
Baptist Church, Akron, Ohio.
Nov. 18 — 10:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
Miami.
Nov. 18 —4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Larry
Mills, Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church, Orlando, FL.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Oct. 28
– Family &
Friends Day. Come fellowship
with us as we recognize our
84th Church Anniversary.
Oct. 31 – There will be no
evening bible study. Please
join us for Oktoberfest at Wildwood Recreation Center at 6
pm.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7. Join us at the CARE building. For more information
contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727- 289-6957.

Nov. 9 – Join our Singles
Ministry at 7 pm in the Youth
Fellowship
Hall.
Topic:
“TEMPTATIONS” How it
starts, takes over, and overcomes?
Nov. 11 - The Girls Scouts
presents “Showcase Your Talent.” Come out and cheer on
our young ladies as they show
off their talent, from 5:30 – 8
p.m. in the Youth Chapel.
Entry forms are available in
the Ministry House. For more
information contact Lisa Davis
727-798-8909 or Rhonda Jackson 727-320-2700. Sponsored
by troops 1020 and 2233.
We are collecting non-perishable items for our Thanksgiving Basket Food Drive.
Items can be dropped off after
worship services on Sunday’s,
and Wednesday evening Bible
Study.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered

homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms.
Doris Newton at (727)8220443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college
student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7 – 8 p.m. in the Youth
Education Bldg.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

10th Street Church of God
PASTOR APPRECIATION
& ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
During pastor appreciation
month, 10th Street Church of
God family celebrated
12
years of pastoral leadership
and guidance of Pastor Ronald
Bell and First Lady Carlotta
Bell. Pastor Bell dynamically
and systematically enhances
“The People of God” with his
knowledge of “The Word of
God” with his God given ability of great leadership and
teaching talent.
The celebration services
began in our 11 a.m. worship
service Oct. 14 with a rousing,
soul stirring message delivered by Reverend Carl Mobley, our assistant pastor. Our

afternoon service was blessed
our worship with Word of Life
Fellowship music ministry and
the anointed message delivered by Pastor Ellis Hodges.
On Sun., Oct. 21 our morning worship message was delivered by “our own” anointed
man of God, Reverend
Thomas Marson an ordained
minister of the Church of God
who grew up at 10th Street
Church of God. He currently
serves as Young Adults Pastor
at Community Church of God,
Ft. Lauderdale.
We were blessed in our afternoon service with uplifting
music and fellowship with our
brothers and sisters from New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church. Reverend Carlos Sen-

ior delivered a powerful and
moving message that moved
the people and touched the
heart of the man of God.
On behalf of the 10th
Street Church of God family
we would like to express our
gratitude to all for worshipping
with us in praising, praying
and delivering God’s holy
word.
Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13: “And now, friends,
we ask you to honor those
leaders who work so hard for
you, who have been given the
responsibility of urging and
guiding you along in your obedience. Overwhelm them with
appreciation and love!” - The
Message Bible.

First Mt. Zion MBC
First Mt. Zion will celebrate culmination
programs for this year’s Unity Day observance on Sun., Oct. 28 with Minister Watson
Haynes II of Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist as the Men’s speaker during the 8 a.m.
service.
Sunday School will take place at 9:30 a.m.
with visiting Superintendent Cynthia Ford of
New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist in charge,
and 11 a.m. Women’s speaker, Minister Diana

Hunt of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church.
Brother Doug Billups and Brother Walter
Reddick are Men’s chairpersons along with
Missionary Cynthia Jenkins and Sister Loretta
Gilstrap as chairs for the Ladies.
The entire committee has worked tirelessly to make this day a success. The church
is located at 1121 22nd St. S., and Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is Pastor.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work

Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church
Invites you to our Prayer Breakfast Sat., Oct.
27, from 8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Our keynote
speaker will be Lady Marsha Tarver of St.
John Missionary Baptist Church in Clearwater. For registration information please call

727-744-3589.
Also, we are sponsoring a trip to Washington, D.C. in July of 2013. All who are interested in traveling with us please contact
Kadell Ford at 727-258-4993 or 727-744-3589
for more information.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and 10:15 a.m. for
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesdays at
7 p.m.
We are committed to a

Christ-centered, people-centered, team-centered and
bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on love,
forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity.
Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and in-

terests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line (727-321-9645).
The Youth Ministry is
preparing for Harvest Fest the
Christian alternative to Halloween Wed., Oct. 31. Join us
for fun, food, games and fellowship from 6-8 p.m.
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

What kind of vessel are you?
At this moment in our lives we are
somewhere in the process of becoming
what God intends for His purpose. Our
Creator, the potter, desires to mold us so
that we can be used by Him. He uses our
trials to transform us, to strengthen us, to
mature us, and to reveal our beauty, so
that we can enter into a life of service as
vessels unto honor.
In 2 Timothy 2: 20, 21 it reads: “Now
in a great house there are not only vessels
of gold and silver but also of wood and
clay, some for honorable use, some for
dishonorable use. Therefore, if anyone
cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use,
set apart as holy, useful to the master of
the house, ready for every good work.”
The Apostle Paul points out that in
every large house, there are bowls or pots
used for different purposes. For instance,
most of us have good china that we bring
out for special occasions. We also have ordinary dinnerware that we use on a daily
basis. In this house there are also vessels
like garbage cans that we keep hidden
from view. We keep them hidden because
we use them to store waste, which is intended to be thrown out. For that reason,
we would not invite friends to our homes
and serve them meals out of the garbage.
The Apostle Paul is saying it is the
same with the Lord. This analogy represents us, we are these vessels and when
we invite Christ into our house, we are
saying to Him that we want to be cleansed
and fit for the Master’s use.
Paul indicates that there are gold and
silver vessels. These gold and silver vessels are Christians who by virtue of their

character are very useful to the Lord.
They are men and women of integrity who
take their faith seriously, who walk in the
Spirit and demonstrate the character of
Christ in all that they do.
Paul also denotes that there are also
wood and clay vessels. These wood and
clay vessels represent Christians who lack
character and therefore are not very useful to the Lord. They are like garbage cans
filled with the waste products of life. They
are not fit for honorable purposes; they
are not made holy and they are not prepared to do any good work. These types
of vessels judge themselves by others instead of using God’s word as a mirror.
It is easy to examine things like alcoholism, homosexuality, fornication, adultery and arrive at the conclusion that
because our life exempts these then we’re
a vessel unto honor. On the other hand,
what about the things that we don’t see,
such as lying, gossip, covetousness, backbiting, and un-forgiveness these things
also can cause one to be a dishonorable
vessel and unfit for the masters use.
Scripture informs us that a little
leaven, un-leavens the whole loaf. Any sin
unchecked in our lives is like metastatic
cancer, which is a cancer that has spread
from the place where it first started to another place in the body. In-conclusion we
all must decide what type of vessel we are
and if our life has fallen short of being an
honorable vessel then it’s not too late.
Jeremiah 18:6 reads, “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter
does,” declares the LORD. “Like clay in
the hand of the potter, so are you in my
hand. Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mount Pilgrim will host its 3rd Annual Veterans Day Celebration Nov. 10 from 9-3:30
p.m. FREE to the public.
Highlights of the event include Ret. Col.
Kelvin George, keynote speaker and Boca
Ciega HS JROTC. There will be food vendors,

and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every

free haircuts, bouncy house and much more.
You don’t want to miss this spectacular event!
We are located at 4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. For additional information contact
Denise Murray at 727-517-6060.

Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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You can get a virus as simple as
your computer can. And you can
protect yourself just as easily.
AIDS Service Association of Pinellas (ASAP) is a community
resource for HIV education and prevention and for those already
infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. With one in five U.S. adults or
teenagers unaware of their HIV status — which may later turn to
AIDS without care and treatment — it’s something you shouldn’t
ignore for your own health.
Get the facts. Visit ASAPservices.org to learn more about HIV
testing in our community. For those 20 and under, visit our youth
site at GTECCH.org.

FOLLOW US

